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Growing up I went to church inconsistently. I accepted Christ at the age of 7 and was baptized shortly after, 
but nothing truly changed in my life. No one came alongside and discipled me and I did not understand what 
it meant to be a Christian. I thought that because I prayed the “sinner’s prayer,” got baptized, and tried not to 
do bad things, that I was a Christian.

As I got older, my life did not resemble that of a Christ Follower. The world dictated my desires rather than 
God’s Word. I was solely pursing the things of the flesh. I felt guilty about my sin but I never truly repented. 
I got to a point where I was tired of the way I was living and knew there had to be a better life. I was ashamed 
of myself for all the years of claiming the Christian faith but never seeking after God by reading His word or 
surrendering to Him, in all aspects of my life.

One Sunday, I surrendered my life to Christ and immediately made a commitment to read through the Bible in 
one year. As I began to read God’s word for the first time, the words came alive to me. I realized I never really 
knew the God I claimed to believe in and worship my entire life. I started to pray the verses in the Bible and 
would ask God to put His desires in my heart and remove my selfish desires.

God began to reveal the sin that had a stronghold in my life: money. When I attended church in the past, I 
never even thought about tithing.  I was looking for joy and security in money and material things, but I was 
still empty. I was a taker and not a giver. I read that God was the creator and owner of all things and that I 
couldn’t serve two masters. It’s either God, or money. It was apparent to me who my master was and it was 
not Jesus Christ. If I could trust God with my eternity, how could I not trust Him with my finances? 

I desired God to be the Lord of my life and I wanted to please Him.  I needed to surrender all things to Him. 
The bible says faith without works is dead. I learned that giving and tithing are acts of obedience and worship. 
When I began to give and serve at church, my relationship with Christ really started to grow. 

My desire is for God’s purpose to be fulfilled in the life of every Christian. Your relationship with Christ starts 
with true surrender in every part of your life, including your finances. We are never more like Jesus than when 
we give our time, talents, love and resources to further the gospel of Jesus Christ. 


