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The Cheerful Giver
1 Corinthians 9:6-7

As Christians we have all probably heard the phrase, “God loves a cheerful giver.” It’s in the Bible so it’s true 
but somehow that doesn’t always make it easier to hear. The interesting thing in this passage is not so much 
the truth about how God feels,  but that the source of the giving lies within our heart. Where is your heart in 
giving?

Paul starts the passage with an agricultural analogy, something that most of his readers would understand. 
The point is this, if you give sparingly you will be rewarded sparingly, if you give generously you will be 
rewarded generously. This is not any sort of prosperity formula, Paul is not compelling his readers, or us, to 
give in a certain way. We are to give as we have decided in our hearts. 

Giving is therefore a heart issue. It is a reflection of the condition of each of our hearts - a reflection of 
the sanctification or Christlikeness that has occurred in each of us as believers. Don Whitney, in his book 
“Spiritual Disciplines for the Christian Life”, shares this thought,

“We ... will give to the extent that we believe God will provide for us. The greater our faith that 
God will provide for our needs, the greater will be our willingness to risk giving to him. And 
the less we trust God, the less we will want to give to Him. Your giving can be - and probably 
already is - a tangible indication of how much you believe that God will provide for your needs 
(174).”

The greater your faith and belief in God and His provision, the greater your propensity to give.

God’s desire for us is to give joyfully! For the believer this comes through the transformed heart. It is 
a growth issue for each one of us. “As he has decided in his heart,” means it is up to you. When your 
heart has been transformed and is being transformed this is an easier thing. This is our sanctification - 
our Christlikeness - and it comes through the time we spend in His Word, in prayer, in earnestly seeking 
His will, and humbly obeying His way for us. 

Robert Rodenmeyer said, “There are three kinds of giving: grudge giving, duty giving, and 
thanksgiving. Grudge giving says, ‘I have to’; duty giving says, ‘I ought to’; and thanksgiving says, ‘I 
want to.’” Where is your heart in giving?

Begin earnestly seeking God and what He desires you to do for Him in all areas of your life - including 
your giving. When He gives you that word, obediently step out in faith, trusting in His provision 
because of who He is, and give with thanksgiving!


