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As I’m writing this, it is the Christmas Season.  I’m winding up my shopping and checking off the last of my gift 
list and my mind wanders back to the wise men. I think not only about the gifts that they brought to Jesus, but 
also the sacrifice they had to make to deliver those gifts. 

There are many things we don’t know for certain surrounding their story. We don’t know exactly how many 
wisemen there were, we say three because three gifts are named. Nor do we know where they came from, we 
are only told from the east. We do know that they traveled a long way and it took them a long time. Once in 
Jerusalem the sought the “one born King of the Jews.” King Herod, to determine the age and whereabouts of 
the child, tried to make a deal with the wisemen. They told him when the star appeared, but being divinely 
warned not to return, Herod never learned the location of the boy. Using what information he had been given, 
Herod ordered that all Jewish boys under the age of two be killed.

Based on this narrative, many theologians believe the trip could have taken the wisemen as much as 18-24 
months to deliver the three gifts we know of.  And what strange gifts: Gold, Frankincense, and Myrrh.  We 
understand the symbolism of these gifts today:
  Gold for the King of Kings;
  Frankincense - an incense burned in the temple as part of worship;
  and Myrrh - a spice used at that time to prepare bodies for burial.  
What must have gone through Mary and Joseph’s minds as these gifts were presented?   What must a two-
year-old boy have thought about gifts such as these? I know my boys would have wanted the latest Marvel 
Superhero to play with!

So, what’s my point?  It wasn’t the gifts themselves that were significant. We know that these learned men left 
to find the promised Christ child as soon as they saw the star. They didn’t wait. We know that they brought 
gifts at great expense. The money and time spent didn’t seem to matter. Two years…think about that.  We 
complain if we must wait in line for two minutes or must wait more than two days for Amazon to deliver what 
we ordered.  What mattered was they put the giving of gifts first above any expense of money or time.
In 2 Samuel 24:24, David said, “I’ll not offer to the LORD that which cost me nothing.”  David realized that 
an offering not accompanied by sacrifice was not really an offering. The wisemen sacrificed money and time. 
They immediately left on their journey when they saw the star. With their actions they gave their firstfruits. 

As you pray about what part God would have you play in this campaign remember that it’s not the size of the 
gift that matters.  Rather, that you pray, listen and then obey without hesitation.  Those are the gifts that the 
Lord honors.


