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Valuable!
 1 Kings 12:26-18

Jeroboam was the first king of the Northern Kingdom when the kingdom of Israel split. Rehoboam, Solomon’s 
son, refused to listen to the wisdom of his elders, which led to that split of the kingdom that David and 
Solomon ruled for many years.  Though Jeroboam initially had good intentions to rule the Northern Kingdom 
in ways that would honor the Lord, it didn’t take long for the king to get selfish and off course.  Jerry Bridges, 
author of The Pursuit of Holiness, wrote (page 115), “We could well think that Jeroboam had not even heard 
God’s command and promise, so flagrantly did he disregard them. He certainly heard, but the message he 
heard of was of no value to him because it was not combined with faith (Hebrews 4:2).”  That phrase, “the 
message he heard was of no value to him” is especially strong and convicting.

How many times have I encountered God’s Word and the message had little or no value to me?  Frankly, that 
scares me that I would treat a word from the Lord as not valuable.

What is my reaction when I don’t know what to do? Solomon taught us (Proverbs 3:5-6), “Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart, and do not rely on your own understanding; in all your ways know Him, and He will make 
your paths straight.” 
 
What do I do when I have pressing needs or concerns?  Jesus said (Matthew 6:33), “Seek first the kingdom of 
God and His righteousness, and all these things will be provided for you.”

What do I do when I am overwhelmed? Paul said (Philippians 4:6-7), “Don’t worry about anything, but in 
everything, through prayer and petition with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”

What do I do when challenged to give? Jesus said (Luke 6:38), “Give and it will be given to you; a good 
measure - pressed down, shaken together, and running over - will be poured into your lap. For with the 
measure you use, it will be measured back to you.”  

Treat every part of God’s Word as valuable! You won’t regret it!


