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Early in my business career I was blessed to have a client, who became a mentor, who shared insight into his 
success.  What he shared had a lasting impact on me. 

He shared, “If you’ve ever driven a boat then you know that as you drive, if you look back at your wake you can 
see a long way back the path you have taken in the water. Likewise, as you get older and look back at your 
life’s accomplishments and failures you can see “in your wake” what you have accomplished and whether it is 
good.”  He attributed the success in his life to one simple act – that of giving and being obedient to give when 
he felt the Lord wanted him to do so. 

Shortly after he and his wife were married, he felt impressed to give a gift of $500 to an individual (we will call 
him Jim) from his church whom he didn’t know well.  This was a significant amount because he and his wife 
only had $700 in their savings.  When he approached his wife about the Lord wanting them to give most of 
their money to a near stranger, she replied, “If the Lord told you to do it then you better do it!”  Unsure how 
to approach Jim, he gave the money to their pastor to give the gift anonymously to Jim. Like all good pastors 
he gave the gift to Jim AND told Jim who the gift was from!  Jim had recently started a business and could 
not afford health insurance. The following day his wife had a doctor’s appointment and needed to make a 
payment of $500. 

This gift lead to a friendship between Jim and my mentor. Through this friendship, my mentor had an 
opportunity to buy his first business.  After acquiring this business, he was able to open a second location, all 
while remaining employed full-time at another company.  One of the senior executives in the company learned 
of his success and moved him to the company headquarters which greatly boosted his career.  He became 
friends with this senior executive and within a few years they had the opportunity to start a company.  They, 
along with a couple of other executives, successfully ran this business for several years and then sold it for a 
handsome sum.

My mentor attributed all this success to this one simple gift of $500. Over the years, he continued to give and 
to tithe, but he attributed all his success to that one simple act of obediently stepping out in faith when he truly 
believed the Lord told him to do so.  Like the feeding of the 5,000 with two small fish and five small loaves, he 
said that when he believed the Lord and gave the $500, He multiplied it 5,000 times!

What about you?  Are you stepping out in faith?  When you look back at “the wake of your life” does your 
financial life glorify God and point others to Him?


